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PROCLAMATION. 
Covenants,” and knowing that it is a good 


it under this head. 


41. yo: saith the Lond your. 
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‘And behold and lo, this shall he their cry, 
: Go ye forth unto the land ef Zion, that the borders 
— of my Deo may be-enlarged, and that her stakes may be strength- 
the ry-go forth among all Awabs end and ge fort 
t orth among all people; Awake and a 

—— hold and lo the bridegroom ye 
— to meet him. —— yourselves for the great day of 
Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor — 


them, therefore, who are among the Gentiles, flee unto Zion. Aad 


5 ho be f Jud unto Jerusalem, unt 


| Babylon, from the midst of wickedness, which is spiritual Babylon. 
But verily thus saith the Lord, let not oes our flight be in haste, but let 


all things be repared before you : and oer fice eth, let him not look 
back, lest sudden destruction shall come ma 

“ 3. Hearken and hear O ye inhabitants — the earth, Li —— e 
éldérs of my church together, and hear the voice of the Lord 
calleth upon all men and he commandeth all men every —— to 
repent: for behold the Lord God hath sent forth the angel, ote 
through the midst of heaven, saying: Prepare ye the . 
Lord, and make his strait, ſor the hour of his coming is 
when the Lamb shall stand upon. poant Zion, and with him a hondved 
and forty four thousand, having jis Father’s name written in their 
— : “wherefore, prepare ye for the e the bridegroom : 
Bo Jr ge yer out to meet him, for behold he shall stand upon the 
mount of Olivet, and upon the mighty ocean, even the great deep, and 


upon the islands of the sea, and upon the land of Zion; and he shal! 


utter his voice out of Zion, and he shall speak from Jerusalem, and 


his voice shall be heard amo — all people, and it shall be a voice as 
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder, which 


shall break down ahh mountains, and the valleys shall not be found: 


de ahall command the great deep and it shall be driven back into the 


north countries, and the islands shall become one land, and the land 
of Jerusalem and the land of Zion, shall be turned back into their own 
Place, and the earth shall be like as it wat in the days before it was 
divided. * And the Lord even the Saviour shall stand in the midst. of 


bis people, and shall -réign over all flesh. And they who are in the 
worth countries shall come in remembrance re the Lord, and 


their 
and they 


‘shall hear his voice, and shall no stay themselves, 
shall smite the rocks, and the ice shall flow down at their 


enemies shall unto them, and in the bar- 
Nesert and shall no longo and the 
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8 hands of the servants e 


ildrem of Ephraim; and they shail be filled with songs of ever · 
lasting: Behold this is thetplessing: of thé everlasting God upon 
the tr Ieracl, hed the-vicher upon the head of Ephraim 
and his fellow. And they also-of the tri sof J Judah; after their pain, 
shall be sanctified in holiness before the Lord to 
; day and t for ever and ever. 5 
4. And now verily saith the bore; that these things might be 5 
among you, O inhabitants of the eatth, I have sent forth mine angel, 
flying through the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel, who 
hath appeared ſunto some, aud hath 2 it unto man, who shall 
appear unto many that dwell on the earth: and this gospel shall be 
preached unto e nt nation, and kindred, and: tongue, and people, and 
the servants of shall go forth, saying, with a loud voice: Fear 
God and give glory to — >for the hour of his judgment is come: 
and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and oo and the — 
tain of waters, calling upon the name of the: Lord da 1 ni 
saying: O that thou wouldst rend the heavens,. dat tho u wo 
come down, that the mountains might flow n at thy presence. 
And it shall be answered upon their heads, for the presence of the 
Lord shall be as the melting fire that burneth, and as the fire which 
causeth the waters to boil. O Lord, thou shalt come down to make 
thy name known to thine adversaries, and all nations shall tremble at thy 
presence. When thou doeth terrible things, things they look not for; 
yea, when thou comest down’ and the mountains: flow down:atithy — 
presence, thou shalt meet him who rejoiceth and worketh righteous- 
ness, who remember thee in thy ways: for since the beginning of the 
world have not men heard nor perceived by the ear, neither hath any 
eye seeti, O God, besides thee, I ‘things: hast: 
tor him that waiteth for thee. 

5. And shall be said, Who is this that 
in heaven with dyed garments: yea, from the regions which are not 
known, clothed in his glorious l, travelling in the greatness:of 
his strength? And he shall say I am he who spake in ‘righteousness, 
mighty to save. And tha Lord shall be red in his apparel, and his 
garments like him that treadeth in the wine · vat, and so great shall be 
the glory of his presence, that the sun shall hide his faceinshames 
and the moon shall withhold its light; and the stars shall be~hupled 
from their places: and his voice shall be heard, I have-trodden-the 
wine press alone, and have brought j ¥ 
— — and I have ram 
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e him, and Moses also, and they 
o Elijah, and from Elijah to 


ho were with Christ in his r e i, and the holy apos- 
; Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, shall 


11711. 


be in the presence of the 
opened, and they shall 


46. And for this cause, that men might be made partakers of the 

' glories which were to be revealed, the Lord sent forth the fulness 
‘of his gospel, his everlasting covenant, reasoning in plainness, and 
simplicity, to prepare the weak for those things which are coming on 
the earth; and for the Lord's errand in the day when the weak should 
_ confound the wise, and the little one become a strong nation, and two 


the earth, the Lord should thresh the nations by the power of his 
Spirit. And for this cause these commandments were given; they 
were commanded to be kept from the world in — — they were 
ee ht now are to go forth unto all flesh. And this according to 
the mind and will of the Lord, who ruleth over all flesh; and unto 
him that repenteth and sanctifieth himself before the Lord, shall be 
2 eternal life.. And upon them that hearken not to the voice of the 
Lord, shall be fulfilled that which was written by the prophet Moses, 
mDͤU—ä— 
1%. also that which was written by the prophet Malachi : 
For behold the day cometh that shall burn as an oven, and all the 
proud; yea, and all that do wickedly, shall: be stubble: and the da 
that cometh shall burn them up saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them:neither root nor. branch: Wherefwre this shall be the 
answer of the Lord unto them: In that day when I ‘came unto my 
. OWN, no man among you received me, and you were driven out. 
When I called again, there was none of you to answer, yet my arm 
was nos shortened at all, that I could not rédeem, neither my power 
to deliver. Behold at my Se the sea. 1 make the rivers 
a wilderness: their fish stinketh, and dieth for thirst. I clothe the hea- 
vens; with biacknesa, and make sackcloth their covering. And this 
shall ye have of lay down in sorrow, 
„8. Behold: and lo there are none to deliver you, for ye obeyed. not 
my voice whew L called:to: you out of the heavens, ye believed not 
outer darkness, where there is weepitig, and wailing, and: gnashing of 
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should: put their tens of thousands to flight; and by the weak things op 


3 300 
3 them; and in his love, and: in hig pity, he redeemed them, and bare 
4 Noah also, and they who were be 
4 
Ana the graves tne saimis snail 
: come forth and stand on the tight hand of the Lamb; when be shat | 
stand upon mount Zion, and upon the holy. city, the New Jerusalem, 
1 and they ahall aing the song of the Lamb day and night for ever and 
the Lord your God hath spoken it. Amen.“ 


ge ly 
41. of the church of Christ in these last days being one tom 
sand eight hundred and thirty years since the coming of our Lord 
and @aviour Jesus in the — — — 
established -agreeably to the laws of our country, by the will and 
— month, and onitheisixth day of 
the month which is poe April: which commandments: were — 
to Joseph Smith, jr., no was called of God and ordained: an 


of Jesus Christ, to be ‘the-firat elder of this ; and to 
Cowdery, who was also called of God an a of Jesus: Christ, — 
be the second elder of this church, and ordained under his hand: and 


this according to the graes of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
to whom be all glory both now and for ever. Amen. Jen ea 
“2. After it was truly manifested unto this first elder that he had 
received a remission of his sins he was entangled again in the vanities of 
the world; but aſter repenting. and humbling himself, sincerely, through 
faith: God ministered: unto him by an holy angel whose countenance, 
was as lightning, and whose garments were pure and white above all 1 
other whiteness, and gave unto him n which inspired _ 4 
him, and gave him power from on high — — means which were 
before prepared, to translate the book of Mormon, which contains a 
record of a fallen people, and the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to the Gentiles, and to the Jews also; which was anes by 3 
and is confirmed to others by the ministering of angels, and 
unto the world: by them, — to the world that the . scriptures 
are true, and that God does inspire men and call them oe of ol 
work in this age and ly ag as well as in generations of : 
thereby showing that he as: the, same. God. yesterdays 
for ever. Amen. 
4 . Thereſore, having!so- great: them shail. the — 
be judged, even as many as shall hereafter come to-a knowledge of: 
this work; and those who receive it in faith and work righteowaness 5: 
shall receive a crown’ of eternal liſe; but these. who harden — 
hearts in unbelief and rejeet it, it shall turn to their on ation, 
for the Lord God has spoken it; and we, the elders of he church, 
r-ever and vr. Am 
we know that: there heaven is 
to 


— 10 
female: aſloribis o. 


* . 
“24 
te 
— 
* 
‘ 
* a 
* 
2 
* 


mandments that they should love and serve him the only living and 


true God, and that — uld 
| Bu transgression of bly laws, man became 
Almighty, God gave h only egoiten Son, as 

i in written in those ———— — en of him; he 
temptations but gave no heed unto. them; was crucified, 
died}: and rose the third d dart and ascended! into heaven to sit 
down on the ri oh. Father, to reign with almighty 


eccording tothe will of that as many as would believe and 
be baptized,-in his holy name, and endure in faith to the end ahould be 
saved: believed oder be came in the meridian of | 
ume in the flesh,-but all those from the beginning, even as many as 
were ho; who believed in 

who spake as were inspired by the gi host; who 
teuly testified of i in all sho — ife, as well as 
those who should come afler, should believe in the gifts and call- 
ings of God by the Holy Ghost, which beareth record of the Father, 
and: of the Son, which one God, 
infinite and eternal, without end. Amen. — 

46. And we know that all men must believe on 

of Jesus Christ — ey on in his name, and endure in 

ation — 


man inay “sal — — an the living 
God. ‘Therefore lot the ‘church take take hood and 
| 


, the holy scriptures, or the reve- 
ereafter ‘by the gift and power of 


| the Holy Holy Ghow, the Gedo the ‘ministering of angels: and. 
ohen it; and honour, power, and glory, 
and ever. Amen. 
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tized, and come contrite spirits, and 
witness before. the church that ‘they have truly repented ef ell their 
eins and are williny —— — Christ, hav- 
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ORDER OF CHURCH. 


— ia an elder, 
s, teache 


dhe and oed of — 

* 


member, and erhort them ta pray vocally | 
to all family duties: and he may also ordain other 
and deacons—and he is to take the lead of meetings: 
elder present, but when there is an elder present, he i 
teach, expound, exhort, and —— and visit the house 
ber, exhorting them to pray vocally and in — 1 

family duties. ‘dn ‘alb these: duties en is to the elder 

occasion 


nor evil speaki ; and see that the church ee 
| and he is to 
the absence of the elder or priest 
and is to be assisted alw d hurc ? 
the deacons, if occasion — but neither teachers: nov deacéns 
have authority to baptize, administer the sacramentyor Jay on hands; 
to come unto Christ. 


bim; 
ordained by the power of the lar Ghost which iw in the one who: 
ordains him... Nein 

4 18. te of-Chriet are 
in-conferencé once in three months, or ftom time to time; as gad oon 
ferences shall direct or appoint; and said: conferences are to do what. 
ever church business is necessary to be-dons at time 

14. The elders are to receive their lienmaes order elders by 
| vate of the church to whieh they belong, or from the conferences. 

18. Bach priest, toncher, dencan, who is ordained by priot, 
may take a certificate from him at the. time, which:certificate when. 
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ell bing: concerning the church of Christ to: their understanding, 


304 DOCTRINE AND 


person is ——⅜ where 


there i is a ‘ths branch 


ontt 18, The: — after they are. 4 by bape 


10 


tome 
elders or priests are to have e sufficientithne to éxpound 


us to their partaking of the sacrament, and being confirgied by 
the laying on of de hands of the elders: so that all “ll thingsmay be 
done in arder. And the members shall manifest before the h and 
also beſore the elders, by a godly walk and conversation, that they are 
vorthy of it, that there may be works and faith 
in holiness before the Lord. 
“20. Every member of the church of Christ having. children is to 
them unto the elders before the church, who are to lay their 
— upon them in the name ‘of Jesus Christ, and bless them in his a 


nume. 


2. No one can be received into the church of Christ unless he 
has arrived unto the years of accountability before God, and is capa- | 


ble of tance.. 

22.” — is to be administered in the following manner unto all 
those who | nt: The person who is called of God and has authority 
from Jesus @hrist:to baptize, shall go ‘down into the water with the 

be bas presented him or herself: for baptism, and shall say, 


_ Calling him or her by name: Having been commissioned: of Jesus 


— en u in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
Ghost, Amen. Then shall he immerse 


erator, an come forth again out of the water. 
4 28. It is the, church meet t en to — 


rr! — remembrance of the Jesus and the: 


elder or priest shall: administer) it: and after this. manner shell:he 
administer it: he shall kneel with the church and call upon the Father 
in-solemn prayer, saying, O God; the eternal Father, we ask thee in 
the name of y Son Jesus Christ te bless and sanctity this bread e 
the souls of all those who partake of it, ‘that they ma eat in remem 


= — to take the name 


his. — — 
— iba hey bev | his 


‘Spirit: to be 

and say, O God, the eternal Father, 
ist, bless and — 
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4 and the Aaronie, including the Levitical priesthood: Why the 
first is called high Melchizedek priesthood, is because Melehizedek was 


blood of thy Sen. which was for them, 
unto thee, O T. 


428. Any member of 1 church: of Christ transgross or. being 
overtaken in a:fault, shall be dealt with as the 11 5 
426. It shall be the duty of the several churc „ composing the 

t, to send one ‘or more oftheir the 


the se iting 

list of all the names of the whole church may be kept in a 
— of the elders, whoever the other elders shall appoint 
fram: time to time :—and also, if any bave been expelled from the 
church: 


names. 


| «SECTION 
“ON PRIESTHOOD. 
1. Tamne are, in the church, two priesthoods, namely: ‘toa 


— a riest: before his day it was called the Aoly'priest- -. 
— 3 the Son of God; but out of respect orrever- 
— to the name of the Supreme Being, to avoid the too 1 3 
—— of his name, they, the church, in ancient 8 
aſter Melchizedek, or the Melchizedek priesthood... 
All other authorities, or offices: in the church are a 
to this : but there are two divisions, or grand “Lee. 5 
is the k priesthood, and the other ane aronic, or Levitt 
cal — 
Tus ofice an élder cones: under, he pridsibeod of 


The * k holds the right of presidency, 
has — over all the offcs inthe church, in all 
vof the world, to administer i rape 


The ney of the high hood, afer the onder of Mel 
chizodek, have a to in Pall offices in the 
| the: — of the: — 
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administer N things 


6. Wes: ett to officiate in his stead when ‘the high 

is not present. 

“7. The high priest, and elder, are to in — 

8 ages bly to the covenants and ‘commandments of the church; and 

have a rig to officiate in all these offices the church when 
1 hive are no authorities present. 

8. The second ‘priesthood is called “the priésthood of 
f because it was conferred upon Aaron and his seed, throughout all 
their 71 Why it is called the lesser priesthood, is because 
= neg an appenda age to the greater, or the Melchizedek priesthood, and 

power in administering outward ordinances. The bishopric is 

ne — of this priesthood and holds the keys, or authority of 

= the same. No man has a 2 ra right to this office, to hold the keys 
of this’ priesthood, ex iteral descendant of Aaron. But 
as a high priest, of t „ Melchizedel priesthood, has authority to 

* Officiate in all the lesser these, he may ‘officiate in the office of bishop 

5 when no literal descendant of Aaron can be found; provided he is 

* called and set apart and ordained unto this re by we ‘hands of the 

‘presidency of the Melchizedek ‘priesthood. ’ 

49. The power and authority of the higher or Melchizedek priest- 
hood, is to hold the keys of all the spiritual blessings of the church 
—to have the privilege of receiving the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven—to have the heavens opened unto them—to commune — 


communion and presence of God the a Jesus the M 
of the new covenant. 
10. The power and authority of the lesser; or Aaronie priesthood, 
to hold the keys of the ministering of angels, and to administer in 
. ordinances the letter of the gospel—the baptism of repent- 
ance for the: * remission of ‘sins, „ to the ‘covenants: and 
. OF there 
411. t are 8, or ces 
of, or or those who are ordained to the 
by: lip body, end 
ordained to that — upheld by the —— Raith and hai prayer 
‘ of the —¼3⁊ͤ 
twelve travelling counsellors are called’ to be the twelve apostles, or 
special witnesses of the name of Christ, in all the world thus diſſer- 
| from other officers in the church in the duties of: their calling. 
3 they ‘form a quorum in authority and to the three 
— president, previously mentioned. The seventy. are -also called to 
the to: ‘be especial | ‘witnesses unto’ on 


* 


the general assembly and church of the first born, and to enj faber a 


we * — 
wA 
we 
* ‘ 
* * ° ¢ 
3 a 
2 * 9 
‘ 
4 
4 
j 
— 
f 
2 
* 


the duties of —— * form a quorum equal in authority 
to that ai the twelve ‘witnesses or. apostles, just named... 
decision made by either of these quorumm must ba by 
unanimous the. — 
same power or vs ity one Te. 
rum when circumstances render it imp 
nless this is the case, their. 
vrhich the decisions of a quorum of three 


—— and holy men. The decisions of these- quoruma, 
or either ef ihem are to be made in all righteousness. in holiness and 
lowliness of heart: meekness aud long suffering; and in faith and vir- 
tue and knowledge ; —— patience, 8 iness, brotherly. * 
ness and charity, because e is, if these things 

them, they shall not be unfruitf 

in case that any decision, of these quorums, is made in unri 


ness, it ma * "brought before a general vies of chara 


rums which constitute the spiritual authorities 8 church, 
wise there can be no appeal from their decision. 
412. The twelve are a travelling ing, presiding high 0 oopneil, 40 officiate 
in the name of the Lord, under the direction of . presidency of the 
church, agreeably: to the institution of heaven; to build — 
and regulate all the affairs of the same, in all nations: : fit une 
Gentiles, and secondly unto the Jews. 


4 18. The seventy are to act in the name of the Lord, 3 


direction of the twelve, or the travelling high council, i in building up 
the church and regulating all the aſſairs of the same, in all nations: 
first unto the Gentiles and then to the Jews: the twelve being sent 


* out, holding the keys, to open the door by the proclamation of the 


e of Jesus Christ: and first unto the Gentiles and ‘then ata 
high councils, at the stakes. of 


14. ing 


quorum equal in aut 


vanciently, who were ordained after the order of Melebinedek, 


ee in the affairs of the church, in all- their. 


The | oodneil i in Zion, forms.» equal in ‘authority, 


in the 20 the church. in all their. decisions, absence. of. 


the twelve.at the stakes of Zion. 

416. It is, the duty of the. travelling council 

administering the gospel, instead of any others“, 

17. It. is the duty of the twelve in all 

to ordain er gel 


in the knowledge the Lord. pig 
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308 Dor AND 


Of ‘the chosen sped, to whom the promises were made. "This order 

— — ol Adem, and came down ‘by lineage ia in 

— 


‘death, and received the. romian'of 
— 


— — like’ unte his father in all things; and could be 
by his age. 
#690. Euos was 0 Tat the age of 184 years, and four months, 
| — 2 Adam. 

Cainan ini wilderens, inthe yor 


of hie lace Shedolamak : 
— * he received 


ordination... 
ahalgleel was 496 years and seven days old ‘when’ he ‘was. 
ordained by the hand of Adam, who also blessed him . 


: 83 200 ‘years, old when be was ordained under the 


hand of Adam, who also blessed him. 

was 25 years old when he was ordained: the 
und ‘Of, Adam, and be was 65 andAdam blessed him—and he saw the- 

b and be walked with him, and was before his face continually : 

as translated. 

226. Methuselah was 100 yen old when he was ordained under 


the band of ‘Adam. 
626, Lamech was 82 years old chess. was ordained under the 


band of Seth. 
#27. Noah was 10 years: old was ordained under the 


hand of Methuselah. - 
& 28, sin, Mabe previous to the death of Adam, he celled Beth, 
ahalaleel, Jared, Enoch and Methuselah; who were 
— — priests, with the residue of his posterity, who were righteous, 
dhe valley of Adam-ondi-ahinan, and there bestowed upon them 
his last blessing. And the Lord appeared unto them, and they rose 
up and blessed Adam, and cnlled him Michael, the Prince, the: Arch- 
angel. And the Lord administered comfort unto Adam, and said unto 
him, I have set thee to be at the head: — — 
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#81. 2 the of th of on, in 
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are appointed, according to the covenants and commandments-of ’ 
Wherefore, it must needs be that one be 9 
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ste 


po comes the admis 


of. a bishop is not equal uno ity ‘fort th 4 


| office of a bishop is in administeri allt temporal „ 
en 


must be chosen from the h 
ant of Aaron; for unless het ie u — descendant of 
he cannot hold: the keys of that priesthood: “Nevertheless, whigh _ 
+ priest, that is after the order of — may be, unt 
the ministering of temporal things, ha vit of thenrby 
the Spirit of truth, and also to be a judge in eral, to de the business 
of the church to sit in judgment upon tra: upon — ool 
as it shall be laid — ecordii te the laws, by the 
of his counsellors, whom he has chosen, or will aa — — 


elders of the church; This is the of a bishop 
literal descendant of Aaron, but has the 
hood after ‘the’ order of ‘Melchitedek, © 

4233. Thus shall he be judge, even a common udge 
inhabitants of or in d state of Zion, or in 25 othe 
church wherè he. apart unto ministry, until — — 
of Zion are enlarged, : and it becomes necessary to ave other bistiops; a 
or in Zion, ore and 
4894. But literal — has legal right to:the 
this priesthood, the keys of this ministry, to det f 
office of bishop Without counsellors, except in 
ntiof the hi priesthood, the order of 
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igs ind are ol 
: even twelve, to assist as counsellors; and thus the p cy 
— — and its counsellors shall ha ve power to deci 
according to the laws of the church. And, after this 
decision it sh be had in remembrance no more.before the Lord: for 
this ie‘the highest council: of the church of Ged, and a final decision 
‘Upon. controversies, in spiritual matvers. 

86. There is not any person belonging to the church, who, is ex- 
cl of the cy ident of the shall 
N inasm as a presi t 
church, who shall be assisted by twelve counsellors of the 
high [r and their decision upon his head shall be an end 

controversy concerning him. Thus, none shall be exempted frem — 
the justice and the laws of God; that ell things may be done in order 
and in solemnity, before him, according to truth and righteousness. 
88. And again, verily I say unto you, the duty of a president over 
the ‘office of a deacon, 4 reside over twelve deacons, to sit in 
eure with them, and to teach thom their daty—edifying one another, 
as itis given according to the covenants; 
_ #89. And also the duty of the over the office of the 
teachers, is to preside over twenty of the teachers, and to sit in 
| council with chem—teaching them the duties 
| the duty of the president over the i 
o over fort priests, and sit in 


is 00 
teach t 
This president is to be a bishop for this is 


“41. Again, the duty of the president over 
to preside over ninet 
3 — to the covenants. This presidency is a dis- 


tinet one from that of t reer those who do 

Si of the president the office « of the high 

in, ut 0 
be like unto 


is to preside over the 
f Behold, here is wisdom—yea, to be a seer, a revelator, a 
‘bestows upon the of the ch ste 

443. And it is according e showing. the order ‘of the 
‘seventy, that they should ha ve seven presidents to preside over 
chosen out of the number of the seventy, and 3 president 
these is to preside over the ain: and these seven presi- 
besides the first soventy,to whom they 
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ORDER OF ‘THE CHURCH. 


whereas other ‘offides of the church 
unto the twelve neither to the seventy, are not under the r 
stall allow, they 
a „ hotwithstand: ma as —— 
offices in the church. — 
“44. Wherefore, now let every man learn his duty, and to act. in 
the office in which he is appointed, in all diligence. He that is sloth- 
ful shall not be counted worthy to stand, and he that learns not his 


duty and shows himself not shall not be to 
stand ; even so. 


ON PERFECTION. 

We have often heard individuals, who advocate the Ain doc- 
wine talking about perfection, and even pretending that they are 
ensamples of the perfect class, when indeed, they are not only ignorant 
of the principle, but destitute of the necessary qualifications, Wi ?“ 
are prerequisites to so high a standi Perfection in the extended a 

import of the word, is that which improvement. = Christ 
commanded his people, saying: Be ye therefore perfectjevenas yout, 
Father who is in heaven. is perfect.” We do not understand from this 
that mankind while in a state of probation. on earth, are to 8 
perſeet in all that 
that we have ted unto us a certain sphere to act ingand: 
we can be it; ard we have derart 3 
with, and we can harme do it. The Lord is pe 
things, and. he governs the: wh ole universe, and e 
sues its course without interferin with others; fe 
and harmony in all the works. e of 
intelligence, and the first in — and every — that he does 
will be perfect when completed. The formation of the 
work: of God, and when entirely finished, it will be 
and made pure, and even glorified, or be perfect; al Dit hes he 
orbit to act in, and with order and harmony does it. it is with 
men, they have their sphere to act in, and they can be perfect in it ;— 
but God has the ‘immensity of space to act in, and he is perfect in 
It is not to be expected that mankind are required to be — in all? 
things, while in a state of mortality, as God is. His power is a 
limited; but we have a certain sphere to act in; therefore, our 1 
ligence is limited bat as we have oan be 
4 we can obey: 
y harmoniously before him. herefore, we: 
— enquire into the nature Of the spheres: 


in, and learn how we can be perſeet in it. 


There are certain principles of. wer that are within de reach ¢ 
man while he is a — wg and there are 


beyond his reach; but.as far * „ or that 
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he has the 
thet he has 10 at extends wo are 

— — — or di Hence, n our opinion the 

perfection thet man may tordis dn 

law of r 

Se are wWihin his sphere. Right and wrong are 


f which is right and obeys the law of the Lord in all things, he isa 
perfect man, as far as his sphere of action extends, But it is im 
3 sible for a man to attain to this high standing without a perfect. 

, or rule to guide him. No law can be in justice presented — 


given him to obey; therefore, no law can be a eee one, that 
exacts things of men that they cannot perform. The law of God is 


ant it does not exact of men that they cannot do. If this law 
is perfect, and also the priaciple by which a man is made perfect; or 
in other words, that he cannot be perfect without obeying it, then if he 
} _ rejects one principle of it, he is not perfect in his sphere. James, no 
@eabt) ally to the gospel:says: “ But whoso looketh into the per- 
fit law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful 
|. waver, but a doer of the work, this man shall — in his deed.” 
«James, i. 25. This perſect of liberty mind, and 
r of bigotry, w ich has ever infused 
* the sphere of man. . contracted, and that certain 
seins at. werdlin the power of ‘man to receive in ancient days, 
| . the teach of man in this our day. it 
It is admitted that if a complies with the rules of a science 


are;likeawise if a man obeys the gospel in all-respects, he will 
feet as fur as the law-or the gospel will allow him to be. 
“here — — 
except 

being perfect, sanctified. or holy; if we have not obe ed the gospel, nay: 
3 if ‘we have not obeyed- every principle of it. e are induced to” 
. believe that there are many who to be perfect, that have not 
obeyed the fulness. of the and do not even believe that the pro- 
missed blessings of the of peace, by which our knowledge is 


by whieh they can be made 
Now according to the ——— — 
gianded to be: rfect as our ho is in heaven is perfect, and as 
order 
1 rie and conforms to them; so must we conform to the law of the 
Bec Lund or dhe gospel, in all. or it cannot be said in truth that 
arenen. When we say that 


4 


r ef choice and free ageney to act 


ighteousness, and obtaining the promised beings ofthe gow 
him and he has power to do either; but if he does that 


for his sanction and obedience, which is beyond his power or the power 


infallible or perfect, because God who is infallible or perfect, devised it, 


in all respects, that he will become 


in vain may we talk about 


the Lord acts conformably to 
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words ſorsake them; — word, break 
righteousness ;,second, to be baptized for the remission of sine, (see: 

Acts, ii. ii. 98,) and for the adoption into the kingdom of dad 4 
take up their cross and follow Christ in the work of the r | 5 
third, receive the Holy Ghost by the layin on of hands. (See Acts Bog 
(ir 2 ciple of tho nd ite 
t ip the and it is self evident.thatnopersomcan = 
science without learning the — principles 
of the — "Neither will it answer for. to learn the first prinei⸗- 
ple, but pay no attention to the second: he must learn them in rotation §= 
and according to order, or he cannot make any proficiency in . . 
science; so it is, a man — make any proficiency in the religion. ss 
of heaven, except he obeys every principle of it according to order. i 
It is the very va of fo ly; for any man to talk. about bei 6 
holy or sanctified, if he has not repented of his sins, and beenbaptized = & 
for or e eg of them, and received the Holy Spirit by the laying 
on 8. ee q 
But obeying the first — — the gospel, is not all. The-apoatle: 


the pe . of the saints, — the work 8 the ministry. Thus ber « > 3 
from Ae and thus instruct the church with things of importance, 8 
which increased their knowledge. The more intelligence a man re- 
ceives the nearer he comes to perfection. As we have before said, a” 
man is not perfect.in his sphere of action except he obeys the Gospel 
in all respects, and orders his conduct in such a way as becomes a 
righteous man, and avails himself of all the intelligence, and spiritual — 
b that are within his reach. And it is said, Lordi is the ame 
yester and for ever ;” consequently he has not — 
the sphe of man, nor decreed that he will in the future, 

Boer to gary e same blessings upon those who become his i]j˖] 
that he bestowed anciently upon his people. Surely, the psc (alm 
God are as susceptible of attaining to the sanding now. a- d 
28 they: were formerly. The that ancients 

rophe 


115 
— 
at 
42 
21 


„ 
* 
* 
ting 
for his own course. and re: ſor dt. 
it „ ¢ ce. : 
* 
us more particularly enquire what nen must do to. be in 4 
* 
t is pos 
9. ‘ 
perfect law. o 
therefore, in 
° 
in least d 
‘ 5 
‘ 
22 


oe 


| sey tat — Ast is the Lord, except: it is by 
y Ghost.” more of this Spirit that the prophets . the 
they were like God. All things are before: God to all 
3 eternity, and when the prophets ved. the Spirit of God, it brought 
= things that were in the future, and made them. present before them. 


7 increased. 
= Some of the: saints of — days were in a great degree, if not 
4 fally, perfect in their sphere of action; because they sought and obtained 
2 ‘that which was for them. But Oh! how changed the scene! Men 
now profess to be saints, and even to be holy sanctified, and some to 
be perfect, without receiving such blessings, or even. 
first principles of the gospel of Christ. Awakc! Awake! to 


| eousness and sin not O ye — kindreds, and people of the earth, 
and put away such — notions, and keep the commandments of 


~ the Great God, that you may be counted worthy to set down in the 
of heaven we Abraham, Jacob, — the 


When the saints had visions of een, things their knowledge was 
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